
COMMUNITY FORUM

ISLANDVIEW + GREATER VILLAGES
Neighborhood Framerwork Plan

Summary of input from Community Forums held on March 14 -23, 2017

The Islandview + Greater Villages Neighborhood Framework Plan process conducted 
public meeting events on March 14, 21, and 23 in 2017. These events aimed to:

BUILD ON STRENGTH 
 Recognize remarkable work done throughout the community everyday.
 Celebrate profound and long-standing community spirit
 Provide a broader array of resources and tools for civic leaders to utilize.

ENGAGE CHALLENGES
 Address systemic and structural challenges impacting quality of life.
 Identify and implement soultions together.
 Recognize the opportunities for innovations that may have city-wide impact.

DEFINE A SHARED FUTURE
 Work hand-in-hand to shape opportunities that integrate diverse perspectives.
 Ensure broad benefit and authorship for all who contribute.
 Recognize the future for one community is the future for all.

DESIGN OF THE BELTLINE
 Increase the quality of life for for Detroiters.
 Provide safe and healthy access to the Riverfront.
 Offer a unique amenity to the surrounding neighborhoods.
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Three 120-minute Community Forum events, with identical agenda and content, were held at 
three different locations and times in the study area for the convenience of residents and other 
stakeholders. The first Community Forum took place at 6:00 pm at Butzel Recreation Center (7737 
Kercheval Avenue), the second took place at 6:00 pm at Genesis Lutheran Church (7200 Mack 
Avenue), and the third took place at 6:00 pm Southeastern High School (3030 Fairview Street).

Community Forum at Butzel Recreation Center

Community Forum at Genesis Lutheran Church

Community Forum at Southeastern High School
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Upon arrival at each event, participants were invited to use maps to record where they live or 
have other connections to the study area. They used additional maps to identify places they 
most value,  and places they most want to see change. A presentation by the City of Detroit’s 
Planning Team then explained project objectives and schedule, including these principal 
topics of focus:

HOW DO WE LIVE?
How valuable to you is a future higher quality-of-life than your existing 
quality-of-life?

HOW WE’RE CONNECTED?
What role should local neighborhood groups or community organizations play when the City 
of Detroit is regularly (2-4 times per year) active witihin the community?

WHERE WE SPEND TIME?
What do you feel is missing from your neighborhood where you would like to spend quality 
time outside of your home?

WHERE WE WORK, SHOP, AND SEEK CARE?
Of all businesses in your neighborhood, what percent should be black-owned and operated?

Neighborhood Planning Area
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Question? March 14, 2017

PROJECT PHASES + TIMELINE

DEC



Question? March 21, 2017
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Question? March 23, 2017
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KEY MESSAGES:

• The City needs to gain the trust of its constituents and demonstrate that the voice of  
 the people and residents will be heard and valued.

• Residents would like to see more ways the community can engage in the planning  
 process and to provide comment.

• The City needs to be transparent with the community about how the planning process  
 will benefit residents, will inform the residents of neighborhood planning, will   
 communicate current and proposed projects, will promote business developments,  
 and communicate a general knowledge of what is being planned.

• Residents need clear access to City Services with contact information, processes of  
 City agencies, and expected resolutions, to have basic neighborhood needs kept up.

• The planning effort needs to specifically address seniors, children and current   
 residents.

• Residents want to know that development in their neighborhood will allow current  
 residents to stay, and that their affordability is considered when new development is  
 planned.

• Residents want mixed-income housing options, with equitable distribution of housing  
 types and housing prices, for all types of people; i.e. seniors, young adults, families,  
 etc., with intergenerational housing provided and mixed-in with other types of   
 housing.

• Residents want the property maintenance enforcement of landlords or property   
 owners who do not maintain their land or property.

• Residents want improved mobility options for seniors, more and better housing  
 options for seniors, and more opportunity for seniors to get involved in their   
 community.

• Residents would like to maintain their identity and pride in the neighborhood.

• Children’s activities need to be incorporated into the Beltline Greenway.

• Residents wish to save the schools and school buildings in the area.

• Business development needs to be equitable, provide opportunity, and target black  
 businesses within the neighborhoods, to reflect the needs of the neighborhoods.

• Better communication is needed about business opportunities, business development  
 and access to jobs in the community.


